
NEW Manure Management Requirements! 
 

Since 1972, all Pennsylvania farms that produce or use manure must prevent manure runoff to streams 

and other water bodies from land application, spillage, storage overflow or leakage, and barnyard runoff. 

Barnyards and manure handling areas must be managed so that rainwater does not run through these 

areas and carry manure to streams or other water bodies.  

On October 29, 2011, the Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental Protection published guidelines 

for manure management. A written Manure 

Management Plan must be developed and followed. 

The plan simply needs to be kept on the farm and 

doesn’t need to be approved, unless the farm is a 

Concentrated Animal Operation or Concentrated 

Animal Feeding Operation. 

Manure application rates can be determined through one of the following three options: 

 Values from a Manure Application Rate Chart based on the crop and manure type. Use the nitrogen 

rate if there is a soil test within the last 3 years of less than 200 ppm phosphorus; otherwise, you need 

to use the phosphorus removal rate; 

 Calculations using the Nitrogen or Phosphorus Balance Worksheets; or 

 Manure Management Plan developed with the Phosphorus Index by an authorized planner. 
 

The Manure Management Manual also requires: 

 Manure application setbacks of 100 feet from streams or other water bodies, sinkholes, and drinking 

water sources. The setback from streams may be reduced to 50 feet where a recent soil test shows 

less than 200 ppm phosphorus, with no-till cultivation and either a cover crop or adequate residue; or 

to a 35-foot permanent vegetated buffer; 

 Maximum winter application rates of 5,000 gallons liquid, 20 tons non-poultry solid manure or 3 

tons solid poultry manure per acre, and restricted to fields with at least 25% cover crop and slopes 

less than 15%; 

 Management of animal concentration areas (such as barnyards, feedlots, loafing areas) to prevent 

manure runoff to water bodies.  

 Pasture management to maintain dense vegetation at least 3 inches high throughout growing season; 

 Management of temporary manure stockpiles or stacks so rainwater does not transport manure to 

streams or other water sources;  

 Records of manure applications, facilities’ inspections, repairs, and other practices; and 

 Quarterly self-inspections of manure storage facilities. 

The Manure Management Manual, with instructions, rate charts, and a 

workbook, is online at http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/ 

Get/Document-85908/361-0300-002%20combined.pdf. For more 

information, contact Kenn Pattison, Department of Environmental 

Protection, (717) 787-5267 or kpattison@pa.gov. County conservation 

districts also have copies and may help you. 
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