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PENNAG HONORS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AT ANNUAL BANQUET:

Harrisburg, Pa.  – On Thursday, March 24, PennAg Industries Association honored two men for outstanding accomplishments in the agriculture industry at the Annual PennAg Spring Banquet. Former Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding and Mr. Randall (Bud) Caton are the 2011 recipients of the PennAg Distinguished Service Awards.
Secretary Redding has provided exemplary leadership and continues to work to benefit the agriculture industry.  Redding has served Pennsylvanians for more than 20 years in Harrisburg and in Washington, D.C., as the agricultural policy advisor and executive assistant to former Senator Harris Wofford, and as a member of the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry’s executive staff. He has also been involved with the FFA for three decades and served as Vice President of the state organization. 
Following his tenure at the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, Redding currently serves as Dean of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences at Delaware Valley College. He is responsible for leadership and oversight for all academic related matters and has administrative oversight of the agricultural production units of the college, including the horticulture production farm, dairy and livestock farms and Roth Farm, the college’s living museum and farm.
Bud Caton, winner in the industry category, served as Manager of Financial Services for Land O’Lakes Purina Feed in Camp Hill, PA, a position which he retired from in 2005. Having been employed by the Ralston Purina Company for 42 years, Bud has provided commendable leadership to the agriculture and agribusiness industries.
As Manager of Financial Services, the majority of Bud’s career was spent providing financial and business management counseling to agribusinesses to help improve business profitability and financial soundness. Bud is also a former Treasurer of the PennAg Industries Association Board of Directors.
“Bud’s accomplishments for the betterment of agribusiness are without comparison,” said Richard Cole, immediate past president of the PennAg Industries Association Board of Directors, who presented the Distinguished Service Awards.  “He has served the agricultural industry of Pennsylvania with distinction. While Bud served as treasurer for PennAg, we never had to worry because we knew he had everything under control.”

The Distinguished Service Award, the Association’s highest acknowledgement of achievement, is presented each year to one industry and one non-industry recipient at the annual convention. The award for the industry recipient is intended to honor lifetime achievement in agribusiness. The non-industry award recognizes a person whose achievements have benefited agribusiness. Recipients are selected by the PennAg Board of Directors. 
###

PennAg Industries Association is a non-profit, member organization that works to create and maintain an effective, viable, and competitive environment for Pennsylvania Agribusiness to grow and prosper.
